Does our sudden interest for
“Smart Grids” mean that up to
now everything we did was stu-
pid? I don’t think so.

When I look back at my first years
as an engineer in the power indus-
try I have to say that I had some
extremely smart colleagues who
tried to teach me everything there
was to know about power systems
and their behavior. And I can say [
had tolearnalot!

Until recently smart engineers
handled the most complex issues
without grids being as “smart” as
we believe everything should be
today. Given the fact that electricity
has become a reliable commodity
in our society and that we all hea-
vily rely on it, must mean that they
have done something right.

Why is it then that we believe that,
to solve the issues of our ages,
we have to throw technology at
everything? [ was brought up with
the philosophy that simple was
better.

So why are we making things
more complex then? In some ca-
ses we make them so complicated

Dowe
really need

Smart Grids?

The buzz word of our time is
“Smart Grids”. It seems that suddenly
everything has to become “Smart”.
When I'look at this it makes me start
to think...

that even the smartest of engineers
have trouble following what is
going on. Are we trying to com-
pensate for the fact that we are no
longer smart enough ourselves or
is there some other, deeper, reason
why we are doing this?

When [ try answering these ques-
tions myself I struggle to come up
with answers. On the one hand I
strongly believe that a combina-
tion of all the available information
existing today within so-called is-
lands of automation, can lead to
better and even simpler solutions.
Which allow utilities to deal with
today’s challenges when operating
a power system in a more efficient
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way. On the other hand however [
get the feeling that we are making
things unnecessarily complex by
throwing technology at any pro-
blem we try to solve. So what is
the true answer?

As so often I believe the truth lies
in the middle. Yes, we can improve
the utility business by combining
information and using the newest
technologies. On the other hand I
also believe that it is wise to think
before we act. We should remem-
ber that automation for the sake
of automating has never led to
cost effective solutions. So pursu-
ing “Smart Grids” for the sake of
having “Smart Grids” will in my
opinion not lead to long-lasting,
feasible solutions.

So what should we do? We should
never forget to ask at least one
important question. “Why are
we doing this?” When we start
answering this question we will
most likely find the right answers
to what we really need to do and
when.

So I look forward to seeing many

new “Smart Solutions” thatare be-
ing built for all the right reasons.
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