As we all should know the elec-
tric utility industry is the basis
for the digital economy of today
and it will be for every economy
tomorrow.

Without electric power, econo-
mies would not be able to exist
and our society as we know it wo-
uld come to a complete stop. Then
why do we put our own future and
the future of our children at risk?
During my recent travels around
the world I learned that our pro-
fession is dying!! Young people no
longer want to study Power Sy-
stem Engineering or Electrical En-
gineering. But do you realize what
that means?

In the coming ten years a genera-
tion of engineers will retire and
there will be no one to take our
place!

Why? Is our profession that bo-
ring? Is our industry that bad?
The answer is simple...

No it is not. Fact is that our pro-
fession is no longer perceived as
“sexy”. Itis more interesting to be
alawyer, a doctor, a politician. But
do these other professions provi-
de the basis for development, for
the future? It is the Electrical and
Power System Engineer that does!
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That is why action is needed!

As an industry we have to safe-
guard our future and the future of
our children. An example is that
if we believe that CO2 reduction
is important, then the question
is, without electric power who
will develop the solution to the
problem?

The answer is no one!!

Therefore we must provoke a
change and my plea to you is to

B be proud to be an engineer and
let everybody know that you are,
tell your friends your neighbor
about your important role in
society

B educate the children around
you about the importance of elec-
tric power and make them consi-

der to become an engineer. It is the
generation of children between
the age of 7 and 15 that still have
to make a choice what it is they
want to do with their life and we
can show them that there are more
choices than the typical ones

To the companies in this industry,
vendors, consultants, utilities and
educational institutes I say... Lo-
ok at the budget you are spending
every year on research and deve-
lopment. Why is it so hard to take
10% out of that budget to secure
our and our children’s future!! It
is a small price to pay and a great
investment in your own and our
future.

I am calling out for us to start a
global campaign to market our
profession and educate the yo-
ung generation, but we can only
succeed if people contribute. Go
to your local school, volunteer to
speak at conferences, discuss how
your company can contribute. It
does not have to be big, every little
bit helps.

Let’s make a change and do so-
mething good for the future. Lets
start an open discussion and send
me your feedback, your ideas,
your commitment and your com-
ments and I promise we will do
something good for this planet!
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